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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1654

AS AMENDED BY THE SENATE
Passed Legislature - 2007 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session

By House Committee on State Governnent & Tribal Affairs (originally
sponsored by Representatives Appl eton, Haigh and Hunt)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 28/ 07.

AN ACT Relating to nodifying provisions on the canvassing of
ball ots; amending RCW 29A 60.160 and 29A. 60.170; reenacting and
anmendi ng RCW 29A. 60. 160; providing an effective date; and providing an
expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW29A 60.160 and 2005 ¢ 243 s 15 and 2005 c¢ 153 s 11 are
each reenacted and anended to read as foll ows:

(1) Except for an election conducted under the instant runoff
voting method for the pilot project authorized by RCW 29A 53.020,
( ( Fard}—exeept—Sundays—and—tegal—helidays-)) the county auditor, as
del egated by the county canvassing board, shall process absentee
ball ots and canvass the votes cast at that primary or election on a
daily basis in counties with a popul ati on of seventy-five thousand or
nore, or at least every third day for counties wth a popul ation of
| ess than seventy-five thousand, if the county auditor is in possession
of nore than ((t+wenty-—f+ve)) five hundred ballots that have yet to be

canvassed. ((The county auditor, as delegated by the county canvassing
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(2) Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays are not counted for
purposes of this section.

(3) In order to protect the secrecy of a ballot, the county auditor
may use discretion to decide when to process absentee ballots and
canvass the votes.

(4) Tabulation results nust be nmade available to the public
i medi ately upon conpletion of the canvass.

Sec. 2. RCW 29A.60.160 and 2005 c¢ 243 s 15 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

( ( BExcept—Sundays—and-tegal—hoel+days+)) (1) The county auditor, as
del egated by the county canvassing board, shall process absentee
bal l ots and canvass the votes cast at that primary or election on a
daily basis in counties with a popul ati on of seventy-five thousand or
nore, or at least every third day for counties wth a popul ation of
| ess than seventy-five thousand, if the county auditor is in possession
of nore than ((+wenty-—f+ve)) five hundred ballots that have yet to be

canvassed. ((The county auditor, as delegated by the county canvassing

SHB 1654. SL p. 2
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(2) Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays are not counted for

purposes of this section.

(3) In order to protect the secrecy of a ballot, the county auditor
may use discretion to decide when to process absentee ballots and
canvass the votes.

(4) Tabulation results nust be nmade available to the public
i medi ately upon conpletion of the canvass.

Sec. 3. RCW29A. 60.170 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1517 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The counting center in a county using voting systens is under
the direction of the county auditor and nust be observed by one
representative fromeach major political party, if representatives have
been appointed by the respective nmmjor political parties and these
representatives are present while the counting center is operating.
The proceedi ngs nust be open to the public, but no persons except those
enpl oyed and aut hori zed by the county auditor may touch any ballot or
bal |l ot container or operate a vote tallying system

(2) In counties in which ballots are not counted at the polling
pl ace, the official political party observers, upon nutual agreenent,
may request that a precinct be selected at random on receipt of the
ballots fromthe polling place and that a manual count be nmade of the
nunber of ballots and of the votes cast on any office or issue. The
ballots for that precinct nust then be counted by the vote tallying
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system and this result will be conpared to the results of the manua
count. This may be done as nmany as three tines during the tabul ation
of ballots on the day of the primary or el ection.

(3) In counties using poll-site ballot counting devices, the
political party observers, upon nutual agreenent, nmay choose as nany as
three precincts and request that a manual count be made of the nunber
of ballots and the votes cast on any office or issue. The results of
this count will be conpared to the count of the precinct nade by the
poll-site ballot counting device. These sel ections nust be nade no
later than thirty mnutes after the close of the polls. The manua
count nust be conpleted within forty-eight hours after the close of the
pol | s. The process nust take place at a |ocation designated by the
county auditor for that purpose. The political party observers nust
receive tinely notice of the tine and |ocation, and have the right to

be present. However, the process nust proceed as scheduled if the
observers are unable to attend.
(4) In counties voting entirely by nmil, a random check of the

bal | ot counting equi pnent nmay be conducted upon nutual agreenent of the
political party observers or at the discretion of the county auditor.
The random check procedures nust be adopted by the county canvassing
board prior to the processing of ballots. The random check process
shall involve a conparison of a manual count to the nachine count and
may involve up to either three precincts or six batches depending on
the ballot counting procedures in place in the county. The random
check will be limted to one office or issue on the ballots in the
precincts or batches that are selected for the check. The selection of
the precincts or batches to be checked nust be selected according to
procedures established by the county canvassing board and the check
must be conpleted no later than forty-eight hours after election day.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. Section 1 of this act expires July 1, 2013.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. Section 2 of this act takes effect July 1,
2013.

Passed by the House April 14, 2007.

Passed by the Senate April 11, 2007.

Approved by the Governor May 8, 2007.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State May 10, 2007.
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